
Creative Commons at Tufts 

Occasionally, staff and faculty at Tufts may wish to allow copyrighted works that they have authored, or to which 
they have contributed, be made widely available for use and redistribution.  

“Creative Commons” (“CC”) is a type of copyright license that allows users to redistribute a copyrighted work, 
subject to certain limiting terms. The seven types of CC licenses are standardized across the internet, granting both 
copyright holders and redistributors a high degree of clarity as to what they can and cannot do under certain “flavors” of 
CC. By applying a CC license to a given work, authors can easily promote redistribution of their work with minimal 
paperwork, and without sacrificing control over certain important types of use.  

Of the seven types of available CC licenses, Tufts recommends the following: 

• Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivatives: This license allows users to use the original work
and share it with others, as long as they provide credit to the original work. They cannot change
the original work or use it commercially. This is the most restrictive CC license.

• Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike: This license allows any other person or entity to
remix, tweak, and build upon the original work for non-commercial uses, as long as they credit
the original work and license their new creations under identical terms.

• Attribution-Non-Commercial: This license allows any other person or entity to remix, tweak, and
build upon the original work for non-commercial uses. Their new work must be non-commercial
and acknowledge the original work, but they don’t have to license it under the same terms.

Tufts does not recommend CC licenses that allow for commercial use of the original work. Please be aware that 
entering into a CC license that allows commercial use grants any other person or entity the right to sell your work for 
commercial gain, with your name connected to that work. 

When considering whether to apply a CC license to a work, consider whether it is a suitable means of licensing 
your content. Some journals do not accept content that has been published, or otherwise made publicly available, 
previously. CC licenses are not suitable for works that you hope to publish in a journal, or for works that you hope to 
license commercially, as these licenses negate the content owner’s ability to offer an exclusive license to the work. CC 
licensing cannot be used if you do not control the rights to all of the content in your work. For software, 
CreativeCommons.org recommends that open source licenses be used instead. Please consider all of the above 
information before applying for a CC license. 

Faculty at Tufts retain ownership of their rights in copyrighted work, except in limited circumstances, such as works 
that were developed under a funded project; works directly assigned by the University; and works developed using 
substantially more Tufts resources than would normally be provided (please see the Tufts University Intellectual Property 
Policy for further details). Faculty who wish to place their individually-owned works under a CC license independently should 
follow the guidelines available at CreativeCommons.org. If a faculty member is not sure of who owns the work, please contact 
the University’s Office for Technology Transfer and Industry Collaboration.  All work owned by the University may not be 
made subject to Creative Commons without the permission of the University’s Office for Technology Transfer and Industry 
Collaboration. 

Non-faculty staff at Tufts assign their copyrighted works to the University as works made for hire. Non-faculty staff 
who wish to place Tufts works under a CC may apply to the University’s Office for Technology Transfer and Industry 
Collaboration for its permission, using the attached form.  

To submit this form, or if you have any questions about this form or Creative Commons, please contact Emily 
Rezendes in the Office of University Counsel (emily.rezendes@tufts.edu, 617-636-6657). 

http://techtransfer.tufts.edu/resources/tufts-policies/intellectual-property-policies/#copyrightable-property
http://techtransfer.tufts.edu/resources/tufts-policies/intellectual-property-policies/#copyrightable-property
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
mailto:emily.rezendes@tufts.edu


Creative Commons License Request Form 

Title of Work 
Name(s), title(s) and 
primary employment 
affi l iation of Author(s) 
Short description of the 
Work 
Requested l icense Attribution-Non-Commercial ☐ 

This license lets any other person or entity remix, tweak, and build upon the original work for non-
commercial uses. Their new work must be non-commercial and acknowledge the original work, but they 
don’t have to license derivative works under the same terms.  

Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike ☐ 
This license lets any other person or entity remix, tweak, and build upon the original work for non-
commercial uses, as long as they credit the original work and license their new creations under identical 
terms.  

Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivatives ☐  
This license only allows any other person or entity to use the original work and share it with others, as long 
as they provide credit to the original work. They cannot change the original work or use it commercially. 

Other ☐  
     Please Describe Other: 

Source of outside 
funding supporting the 
Work, if any 

Was outside funding used to create this Work? 

     Source of funding: 

     Short description of funded project:  

Purpose for which the 
Work was created 

Previous l icense or 
publication of this 
Work, if any 

Was this Work previously published or l icensed to another person or entity? 

        Name of publication or l icensee:  

Materials authored by 
another person or 
entity that have been 
incorporated into the 
Work, if any 

Does this Work incorporate materials authored by another person or entity? 

         Description of outside materials included: 

        Author and source of outside materials: 

         Date permission received from author for inclusion of materials (please append  
               a copy the permission): 

I certify that this form is complete and accurate This document has been approved for  
to the best of my knowledge. submission for Creative Commons l icensing. 

_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Author’s Signature         Date  Department Head’s Signature  Date 
Name:   Name: 
Title:  Title:  
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